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To reach the disk, the application must be loaded on this one 
server.  Such applications gain block-level access to the disk.

To reach the disk, applications can be loaded on any 
server.  Such applications gain file-level access to the disk. skendric 11-1-2005
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One server accesses the disk 
using block-level protocols.

Multiple servers access the disk 
using file-level protocols.
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Notes:
Server typically runs a general purpose operating system 
on which multiple applications can be loaded.

NAS Box typically runs a special purpose operating 
system on which only SMB and/or NFS file services are 
loaded
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